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OTIroOoBOPH

ot Kacnapc Kukcme
aBTOp Ha IMCEPTALMOHEH TPy Ha TeMa: ,,Bb3MOKHOCTH 32 BOCHHO-
MKOHOMHYECKO ChTPYJHHUYECTBO Ha CTpaHHUTE OT banTuiicko - 4epHOMOPCKUs
peruoH* 3a npuaoouBaHe Ha 00pa30BaTE/IHA U HAyYHa CTENEH ,,JOKTOP®* B 00J1aCT
Ha BHcIle oOpa3oBaHue 3. ColMaaHu, CTOMAHCKH U ITPaBHU HAyKH,
npodecuoHaIHO HampasieHue 3.7. AIMUHUCTpALUs U yIIPaBJIEHUE, TOKTOPCKa
nporpama "Opranu3zaius U yrpaBieHrue U3BbH cepaTra Ha MaTepUaTHOTO
MIPOU3BOJICTBO (CUTYPHOCT U 0TOpaHa)"
B OTTOBOP Ha KPUTHYHUTE OCJIEKKU U MIPETOPHKHU B PEIICHIUUTE U
CTaHOBHIIIATa HA HAYYHOTO XYPH

VYBaxxaemu mnpod. a. H. Bans Kyszgosa banabakoma, mpod n-p Henu
AnpnpeeBa benuesa, npod. n. uk. H. [lenuo CrosnoB [lenues, nou. n-p Credan
I'oueB ®ununos, nou. a-p Heako I'anueB Munues!

[Tpuemam ¢ GrarogapHOCT HaNpaBEHUTE OT Bac MpernopbKu B pElCH3UUTE
¥ CTAHOBUIIATa, KOWUTO II€ JOMPHHECAT 3a MOCIEABAIIOTO PAa3BUTHE B MOSTA
Hay4YHa W aKaJeMudHa JelHocT. Te mie ObaaT KOpPEeKTWB B Obmaeniata MU
Hay4YHOM3CJICIOBATEIICKA U MMy OIMKAIIMOHHA JICHHOCT.

Ilo oTrHomienue: BBIpochT KbM aBTOpa HAa AMCEPTAIIMOHHUS TPYI OT
npod. n. H. Bans banabGakoBa: KbM HacTosumuss MOMEHT, KOWTO ce
XapakTepu3upa ¢ ITMHAMUYHO MPOMEHSIA c€ MKOHOMHUYECKa cpeia M cpefa 3a
CUTYPHOCT, B CBETOBEH Mara0d, Ha HUBO EBpormeiicku chi03 M pecreKTHBHO Ha
HUBO banTuiicko-uepHOMOPCKHSI PETHOH, UMa JIM aBTOpa Ha JAUCEPTAIIMOHHUS
TPy HOBH WJIH aKTyaJIU3UPAHU MPEIOKEHUS 32 Pa3BUTHE HA ChTPYAHUUECTBOTO
Ha CTPAHUTE OT U3CJICIBaHUS PETUOH?

Omezosop: Jla. B cBeTiHaTa Ha OBP30 pa3BUBAIATA CE UKOHOMUYECKA U
CUTYPHOCTHA Cpe/ia Ha TJ100aHO, €BPONEICKO U PErMOHAIHO HUBO banTuiicko-
YepHo Mope, npejyiaraM CIEAHUAT HAOOp OT aKTyaIM3UpPAHU U MPAKTUUYECKU
OpUEHTHpaHU TOAXOAM 3a 3aIbj004YaBaHE HA CBHTPYJHUYECTBOTO MEXKIY
CTPAHUTE OT U3CIEABAHUS PETHUOH.


mailto:nvu@nvu.bg

[IbpBO, M3MecTBaHE HAa (DOKyca HAa PETMOHAIHOTO CHTPYJHUYECTBO OT
OPEIUMHO JACKIApaTUBHU M NOJUTHYECKH (opMaTtu KbM (PyHKIIMOHAJIEH,
MIPOEKTHO-0a3MpaH MOJEN, CbCPEJOTOYEH BBPXY CEKTOpPU C Hail-BUCOKa
CTpaTernyecka CHEMIHOCT M MHTErpallMOHEH NOoTeHHHan. B Hacrosmara cpena
OTOpPAaHUTETHHUAT U BOCHHO-TIPOMUIIUICHUAT CEKTOp C€ OdepTaBaT KaTo Hai-
peaucTU4HUS U e(DeKTUBEH IpbOHAK 32 CHTPYAHHUYECTBO, Thil KaTO ChUYETaBaT
UMIIEPAaTUBU 3a CUTYPHOCT, CTAOMJIHO OOILIECTBEHO TBPCEHE M JOCTBII [0
¢unancosu uncrpyment Ha EC u HATO.

Btopo, pa3paboTBaHeTo Ha paMka 3a ChTPYJIHHYECTBO B oOjacTra Ha
oTOpaHUTENHATa NPOMUIUIEHOCT Ha bantuiicko-YepHO MoOpe, OCHOBaHAa Ha
ChbBMECTHO MPOMU3BOACTBO, KOOPAUHUPAHU OOIIECTBEHH NOPBUKU M PErHOHATHA
creuuain3alnus CHOpel CpaBHUTENIHUTE MpeauMcTBa. TakbB mnoaxon Ou
MO3BOJIMJI Ha Yy4YacTBAIIUTE CTPaHU Ja C€ HWHTErpupaT B OOLIM BEpPUTH 3a
Ch3aBaHe Ha CTOMHOCT, 6€3 J1a € HE0OXOAMMO Ch3/1aBAHETO HA HOB MOJIUTUYECKU
ChI03 WJIM HAJHAMOHAJIHA MHCTUTYIIMOHAIHA CTPYKTYpa, KaTO ChIIEBPEMEHHO
ocTaBaT HabJIHO cbBMecTUMU ¢ noautukure Ha EC u HATO.

Tpero, na ce nage NpUOPUTET HA CbBMECTHUTE MEXAHU3MHU 3a OOILECTBEHU
NOPPYKM U ABJITOCPOYHOTO  OOEAMHSIBAHE HA  PETMOHAIHO  HUBO.
Koopaunupanoro cHabasBane ¢ Ooenpumacy, OE3MUIOTHU CHUCTEMH,
BB3MOKHOCTH 32 €JIEKTPOHHA BOMHA U CBBP3aHU C TAX KOMIIOHEHTH OU HAMaJIHIIO
pa3xoauTe, YBENUUYMJIO o0eMa Ha MPOM3BOACTBOTO M OH OCHUTYPHIIO
OPEeIBUIMMOCT 33 WHIYCTPUAJIHUTE HWHBECTHIIMM, KAaTO MO TO3UM HAuuH OH
YKPENWJIO KakKTO MKOHOMHMYECKAaTa YCTOWYMBOCT, Taka M KOJEKTHBHAaTa
CUTYPHOCT.

YerBbpTO, @ C€ 3aCWIM CHTPYAHUYECTBOTO YpE3 MPOEKTH 3a
UH(GPaACTPYKTypa C JBOMHO MpeJHA3HAYEHUE U €HepruiiHa CUTYPHOCT, 0COOEHO
no ocrta Cesep-lOr. TpaHcnopTHUTE, JTOTUCTUYHUTE U €HEPTUMHUTE CUCTEMH
TpsiOBa na ObAAT MPOEKTHUPAHU TaKa, ye Ja MOJAKPEIAT KaKTO TpakJaHCKaTa
MKOHOMMYECKA JICHOCT, Taka U BO€HHATa MOOMJIHOCT, KaTO MO TO3M HA4MH Ce
CBBP3Ba MPSKO NKOHOMUYECKOTO PAa3BUTHE C YCTOMYMBOCTTA HA CUTYPHOCTTA.

Ilero, crmenBa ga ce moguyeprae 3HAYEHWETO HAa HMHCTUTYLMOHAIHHMS
nparmMatu3bM. BmecTo ga ce cTpeMu KbM TBBPJA WU JIOTOBOPHO OCHOBAH
bantuiicko-YepHOMOpPCKH CbhI03, CHTPYAHUYECTBOTO TpsiOBAa Ja ce€ pa3BUBa
IIOCTENIEHHO Ype3 YCIEUIHU IPOEKTH, CEKTOpHHU I1aTgopmu u ad hoc Mexanusmu
3a KoopAuHauuA. MHCTUTYyIMOHanu3ausTa TpsiOBa 1a cieBa 1EMOHCTPUPAHUTE
pe3yaTaTH, a He Ja I'M IPeaxoxK/a.

AKTyanu3upaHoTO NpeNIoKeHue npensmxaa bantuiicko-UYepnomopcekus
PETHOH J]a Ce pasriex/1a He MPOCTO KaTo re0noJIMTUYECKO IPOCTPAHCTBO, & KaTO
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(GYHKIMOHAJICH MAaKpPOPETHMOH, KBJIETO ChTPYJHHYSCTBOTO B 00JacTTa Ha
oTOpaHUTEIHATa  MPOMHIILICHOCT, HH(pACTPpyKTypHaTa CBBP3aHOCT H
KOOPJIUHUPAHOTO HWKOHOMHYECKO YIPABJICHHE CBBMECTHO JONPHHACIAT 3a
HaMaJlIsIBaHe Ha epuQepu3anaTa, 3aCujIBaHe Ha CTPAaTeTHIeCKaTa aBTOHOMHOCT
Y TIO-CHJTHO TIO3UITMOHUPAHE HA PETHOHA B paMKUTE Ha EBpOIIEHCKUS ChIO3.

Ilo oTrHomenue: Ilpemopbk KbM aBTOpAa HA AUCEPTANMOHHUS TPYI OT
npod. n1-p Henm benuesa: ,,Kato mpenopbka KbM JOKTOpaHTa B ObJemiaTa My
paboTa OMX MOCOYMIIA J1a 33IbJI00YH MPOYYBAHETO HA M3CJCABAHATA TEMa, ThH
KaTo HEWHaTa aKTyaJJHOCT W 3HA4MMOCT Ie HapactBa. [IpemopbuBam Ha
JIOKTOpPAHTa JIa MyOJIMKYBa PE3yJITATUTE OT JUCEPTAIMOHHUS TPy B CBETOBHHU
6a3u nannu (Scopus /Web of Science).*

Omezosop: Tlpuemam Bamara npenopbka ¢ 6iarogapHocT u Bu yBepsiBam,
ye 1Ie Hacouya Objeliara cu HaydyHa paboTa KbM 3a1bj004YaBaHEe W pasllIUpsiBaHE
pOyYBaHUATA B 00JIacTTA.

ITo oTHomEeHue: benexxku U BBIIpocH MocTaBeHu oT Jo1l. 1-p Credan ['oues
Ownmunos: ,,Kato cnmaboct Ha AUCEPTALMOHHUSA TPYJ OMX MOCOYUI HU3JIHUIIHOTO
MPOCTPAHHO PA3IJICKIaHE HA BBIPOCUTE CBHP3aHU C Pa3IJIekKIaHATa TeMaTHKa.
Hanpasenurte n3Boau ca TBbpie 00EMUCTH U CJeBa 1a ObAaT Mpelu3upaHu, ¢ e
M0 SICHO OTKpOsIBAHE HAa MPUHOCHUTE MOMeHTU. Ha mecta B pazpaboTkara ce
HAO0JII01aBaT TEXHUYECKH TPEIIKH, KOUTO MPEAToaram, 4e ce IbKaT Ha MPEeBo/Ia.

OcHoBHATa MU MpenopbKa € Ja ce 3achiIi IMyOJuKalMoHHaTa JEeHHOCT Ha
KaHJIMJaTa B 4y>KOMHA, 0COOEHO B peepupaHul CIIMCAHUS C UMIAKT PaKToOp, KOETO
e JONPHUHECE MPEICTABEHUTE HAEH Ja MOJydaT MHO-IIMpOKa MEKIyHapoIHa
M3BeCTHOCT W mnpusHanue. locmoauH  Kukcre mputexaBa HEOOXOIUMHUTE
KOMITIETEHIIMA 3a TOBa W CJIeJIBa Jia OIOJ30TBOPH ITHJIHOIIEHHO CBOSI HAayuyeH
MOTEHIHAI.

[Ipuemam Te3u cnabOCTH KaTo ,,HE3HAUUTEIHW W CUUTAM, Y€ T€ HE
HaMaJIsiBaT HayyHaTa CTOMHOCT HA JAUCEPTALMOHHUS TPYA W MOJOXKUTEIHATA MU
OIIEHKA 32 HETO.

Bsrpocu Ha kouto na otrosopu r-H Kacnape Kukcre.

1. KakBo Ou Owmyio 3HaueHHeTo Ha bantuiicko - UepHOMOPCKHUAT ChIO3 3a

Pa3BUTUETO HA OBJITapcKaTa UKOHOMHKA?

2. KakBo orpaxkenue 1mie Jgajae cb3gaBaHeTo Ha bantumiicko -
UepHOMOPCKUAT CbhIO3 BBPXY YIPABICHUETO HA HWKOHOMHYECKUTE
npouecu B M3rouna EBpona?

3. Kak olieHsiBaTe CTeneHTa Ha ChTPYAHUYECTBO MEXKIAY CTPAHUTE B pailoHa
Ha bantuiicko u Yepno mope?

4. KakBu ca OCHOBHHUTE INPCUYKHU IIpEaA Ch3AaBAHCTO Ha bantuiicko -
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UepHOMOPCKUAT Ch1O37*
Omzosopu: [Ipuemam HanpaBEHUTE KPUTUYHU OETICKKU U IPENOPHKU U I1e
ce cb0o0pasd ¢ TIX MpH OBACIIUTE MU HAYUYHU Pa3pabOTKH.
OtroBop Ha BbOpoc 1: Kakeo 6u oO6uno 3uauenuemo ua banmuiicko -

Yepnomopckusam cvio3 3a pazeumuemo Ha 0ba2apcKama UKOHOMUKa?
3HaueHuero Ha bantuiicko-UepHOMOpPCKUST CBIO3 3a pa3BUTHE Ha
ObJrapckaTa MKOHOMHKA MOKE J1a C€ OLICHH 0 HAKOJIKO KIIFOUOBU HAIlpaBJICHUS:

1) TpaHCIOPTHO-JIOTUCTUYHO Pa3BUTHE,

2) pasuMpsiBaHe Ha Ma3apHUs [T U ThProBCcKa JUBEpCUBUKAIINS;

3) e”epruiiHa 0€30MaCHOCT U HaMaJIIBaHE HA PUCKOBETE;

4) UIHBECTUIIMHU U UHYCTPUAIHO CHTPYAHUYECTRO;

5) MHOBAIMU U YOBEIIKU KaIlUTal;

6) TEOUKOHOMUYECKO U TIOJIMTUYECKO YKPETIBAHE;

7) BOGHHO-MHAYCTPUATHO ChbTPYIHUYECTBO.

BximrouBanero Ha bearapuss B ocra ,bantnka — YepHo mope* ycuiBa
HEWHATa poJs KaTo KKHATa JIOTUCTUYHA Bpb3Ka Ha EBpoma. PaszButuero Ha
MYJTUMOJATHA KOPUAOpPH (IPUCTAHUINA, >KEJIE3HH MHTHUINA, MarucTpalin)
cnocoOCTBa 3a YyBEIMYABAaHE HAa TPAH3UTHUTE NPUXOAU, MPUBIUYAHE HA
MHBECTUIIMM B WH(pACTpyKTypaTa U HaMmalsiBaHE Ha U3JIPHKKATa 3a BHHIIHA
ThproBus. Cbl03bT (QopMHUpa MKOHOMHYECKO IMPOCTPAHCTBO B CTPAHUTE OT
Hentpanna u M3rouna EBpoma, xoeto oTkpuBa 3a bbirapus QONBIHUTEIHU
rasapd 3a CEJICKOCTONAHCKa NPOAYKLHMs, XpaHUTEIHA IPOMHUIILUIEHOCT,
MmarmHocTpoeHe, papmanetuka u [T ycayru. ToBa HamansBa 3aBUCUMOCTTa OT
OTAEIHU THPTrOBCKA MApPTHHOPU U IOBUIIABA YCTOMYMBOCTTA HA MKOHOMMKATA.
bantuiicko-YepHOMOPCKOTO CHTPYAHUUECTBO MpPEAIonara CbIlo U KOOPANHAIIUS
B cdepara Ha eHepreTukaTta (razoBu uUHTEepKoHEeKkTOpH, LNG-uHbpacTpykTypa,
€JCKTPOCHEPTUHN  MpexH). 3a bearapus ToBa o0O3HauaBa IO-TOJIAMA
nuBepcuUKaIMs Ha W3TOYHHUIIMTE HA CHEpPrusi, HaMalisBaHE Ha IICHOBATa
BOJIATWJIHOCT M T[IOBUIIABAaHE HA WHBECTULIMOHHATA IIPUBIICKATEIHOCT Ha
npoMuiieHocTTa. ChbBMECTHUTE MPOEKTH B 00paboTBaIiara MPOMHIILICHOCT,
BOCHHO-TIPOMUIIUICHUSIT ~KOMIUIEKC, 3€JieHaTa eHepreTuka u ImdpoBaTa
WKOHOMHUKA CTHUMYJMpPAT TMPUTOKA HA JUPEKTHU YY>XIACCTPAHHU HWHBECTHUIIUU.
bbirapus mMoxke na ce MO3UIMOHMpPA KaTo IUIOIIAJKA 3a PAa3MpPOCTPAHEHUE Ha
IPOIYKTH, OPUEHTUPAHU KbM PETMOHAIHUSA Ma3apeH cbio3. Ch3aaBar ce yCciaoBus
3a Hay4HO-00pa3oBaresiHa Koorepalrs, MOOUITHOCT Ha paboTHaTa cujia © 0OMeH
Ha TexHoyiorud. ToBa cmocoOCTBa 3a MOJEpPHHM3AIMsl Ha MKOHOMHUKaTa Ha
boirapus, yBennyaBaHe Ha IPOU3BOJCTBOTO U ChKpallaBaHE HA ,,M3TUYAHETO HA
MO3bIM* . VIKOHOMMYECKaTa MHTETpalMs YCHUJIBA IIPErOBOPHUTE IO3ULMH Ha
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bearapus B EC, noBumaBa HeliHaTa poJisi BbB (DOPMHpPAHETO Ha pervoHalIHaTa
MKOHOMHUYECKA IOJUTHUKA W II03BOJIABA AKTUBHO J1a OTCTOSIBA HAIMOHAIHUTE
MHTEPECH.

banTtuiicko-UepHOMOPCKUSAT CHIO3 MOXKE MOTCHIMATHO J]a CTaHe (akTop 3a
bbirapus kato yCKOpeH pacTeX, CTPYKTypHa MOJAEpPHU3AaLMs U MOBHIIABAHE HA
YCTOMYMBOCTTa Ha MKOHOMMKATA. [[€MCTBUTETHOTO BB3IACHCTBUE IIE 3aBUCH OT
IbJIOOYMHATA HA UHCTUTYLIMOHAIIHOTO ChTPYAHUYECTBO, 00EMa Ha ChbBMECTHUTE
MHBECTUIIMM M CHOCOOHOCTTa Ha bbiarapus ga ce MHTErpupa B PErHOHAIHUTE
BEPUTH 3a Ch3JaBaHE HAa CTOMHOCT.

OtroBop Ha BbHOpoc 2: Kaxeo ompadiceHue we oade Cb30a8aHemoO Ha

Banmuiicko - Yepromopckusam cvlo3 6bpXy ynpasieHuemo Ha UKOHOMUYECKUme
npoyecu 8 Mzmouna Eepona?

Co3naBaneTo Ha bantuiicko-UepHOMOPCKUS ChIO3 11I€ OKaKE BCEOOXBATHO
BB3/ICHCTBUE BBPXY YIPABICHUETO HA MKOHOMHYECKUTE Ipouecu B I3rouHa
EBpomna, npenuMHO mopajiv MpoOMEHH B Maiiada Ha KOOPAUHAIIUATA, TPUOPUTETUTE
Ha MKOHOMHUYECKaTa MOJUTHKA U MEXaHU3MUTE 3a B3eMaHe Ha perieHus. ToBa 6u
MOTJIO J1a JOTIPUHECE 34 M0-CUJIHA PErMOHAIIHA KOOPANHALMSA HA NKOHOMHUYECKATa
MOJIUTHKA, ThU KaTo (OPMHUpPAHETO Ha Chi03a MpeArnojara ChIJlaCyBaHE Ha
CTpAaTEeTUUTE B ThProBUsATa, HH(PACTPYKTypaTa, CHEpreTUKaTa u MHAYCTpUaIHATA
nonutuka. ToBa HamansBa ()parMeHTaIMsATa HA UKOHOMUYECKOTO YIPABJICHHUE B
N3Touna EBpomna v mo3BosiBa Mpexo OT Pa3HOPOJIHU HAIIMOHATHU PEIICHUS! KbM
OPOrpaMHO, LEJIEHACOUYEHO PpErMoHaJHO ynpasieHue. M3touna Espoma ce
XapakTepu3upa ¢ MPeKbCHATH MTPOU3BOACTBEHU BEpUTH, c1aba MHPPACTPYyKTypHA
CBBP3aHOCT M (POKYC BBPXY BBHIIHM LEHTPOBE 3a B3EMaHE Ha pELICHMUS.
bantuiicko-YepHOMOPCKUSAT ChI03 Ch3/1aBa CBOE COOCTBEHO HMBO Ha PErMOHAIHO
UKOHOMHUYECKO YIPABIIEHHE, KOETO MO3BOJISIBA KOOPAMHALIMATA HA IPUOPUTETUTE
32 pa3BUTHE MEX]y CTPaHU ChC CXOJHM UKOHOMHUYECKH CTPYKTYPHU U CXOAHH
TpaHcpopMallMOHHU mnpeau3BUKarenacTBa. OCBEH TOBa € B XOJ MPEXoi KbM
YIPaBJICHUE YPE3 MAKPOPErMOHAIHU MPOEKTH, & UKOHOMUYECKHUTE IMPOLIECH LIE
ObllaT BCE TMO-PETYJIMPAHU YPE3 CHBMECTHU WH(GPACTPYKTYPHHU, CHEPTUWHU U
MHBECTUIUOHHHM TipoekTu (kopumopu Cesep-lOr, mexaycucTeMHU BpPbB3KH,
JOTUCTUYHU 1IeHTpoBe). ToBa M3MecTBa akleHTa OT KpaTKOCPOYHOTO
aAMUHUCTPHUPAHE KbM JBJITOCPOYHOTO CTPATETUYECKO MIIaHUPAHE.

Cp3naBaneTo Ha bantuiicko-HepHOMOPCKHS CBIO3 WIE JIONPUHECE 3a
3aCWJIEHO YINPABJIECHUE HA TpaHCrpaHWyHuTe Imponecu. Cbr3bT Cbhb3JaBa
MHCTPYMEHTH 33 KOOPJAMHUPAHE Ha TPAHCTPAHUYHUTE IMOTOLM OT CTOKH, KaIlluTall,
Tpyd ¥ JdaHHU. ToBa HamassiBa TpPaH3aKIMOHHUTE pPa3xoiu, TMoA00psBa
MPEeBUIUMOCTTA Ha NKOHOMHYECKATa TMHAMHUKA U MOBHUIIaBa €()eKTUBHOCTTA Ha
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PETMOHAIIHOTO PETYJIMPAHE Ha 1a3apa.

Cpl03bT 1I€ YJIECHUM pa3padOTBAaHETO HA KOJIEKTUBHM EHEPrUMHU U
VHBECTULIHOHHHM IOJMUTUKHA. KOOpAMHUPAHOTO yHIpaBiI€HUWE HA EHEPrurHaTa
UH(PPACTPYKTypa M WHBECTULMOHHUTE NPHOPUTETH YKpENBa MPEroBOpHATA
ITO3UIUS HA CTPAHUTE B PETMOHA M HAMAJISIBA YA3BUMOCTTA KbM BBHIIHU IIOKOBE.
HNKkoHOMHUYECKOTO yrpaBieHHE CTaBa MO-CTA0MIHO U YCTOWYHBO Ha KPHU3U.

KoHconmunupanara no3unust Ha crpaHute oT Cpro3a yBenudaBa TAXHOTO
BIUsAHUE B paMkuTe Ha EC 1 Apyru MeXIyHapOIHU HKOHOMUYECKH UHCTUTYLIUN.
N3rouna EBpomna mocTteneHHO ce TpaHCPopMupa OT OOEKT Ha PEryJupaHe B
AKTUBEH YYaCTHUK BbB (POPMHUPAHETO HA MKOHOMUYECKHU MPABHUIIa U IPUOPUTETH.
bantuiicko-4epHOMOPCKUAT ChIO3 MHCTUTyLMoOHanu3upa M3rouna EBpona kato
HE3aBMCUM HMKOHOMHYECKH MaKpOperuoH. ToBa yKpernBa nperoBOpHaTa 1 MO3ULus
B pamkure Ha EC, mo3BosisiBa M Ja KOOPAMHUPA MO3ULIMHUTE CU MO OOHKETHH,
THPIOBCKUA U MHAYCTPUAIHU NOJUTUKHA U HAMAJIABA aCUMETPUATA B OTHOLIECHUATA
ChC 3aI1aJHOEBPOIIEUCKUTE LICHTPOBE.

3a M3rouna EBpona banTuiicko-4epHOMOPCKUSAT ChIO3 O3HA4YABA IPEXOJ] OT
(parMEeHTHPaHO M PEAKTUBHO HKOHOMHYECKO YIIPaBJICHHE KbM PETHOHAIHO
KOOpPJIMHUPAH MOJIEJN, HACOYEH KbM HaMaJsiBaHE Ha NEpUPEPHOCTTA, YKPENIBAHE HA
MKOHOMUYECKHUSI CYBEPEHUTET U pa3BUTHE HA COOCTBEHU LIECHTPOBE HA PACTEK.

OtroBop Ha BbOpoc 3: Kax oyenaseame cmenenma Ha CbMpyOHUUECMBO

Mmedicoy cmpanume 6 paiiona na Barmuticko u Yepno mope?

Cuurame, ye NOTEHIIMATBT 38 ChbTPYAHUYECTBO HE € HAIIBIHO PEATU3HPAH.
Hanpumep, cpBmecTHata ThproBusi Mexay JlatBus m bearapus mnpencrasisiBa
npuomm3utenHo 0,3% ot obmara BpHITHA ThProBusi Ha JIaTBuUs, JOKATO Ta3u Ha
boirapus e nopu no-nucka — okoso 0,1%. MHBecTHIMHATE CHIIO IPEACTABISABAT
no-Majako OT 1% OT BCHYKM UyXIASCTpaHHW WHBECTUIIMU. ToBa TMOKa3Ba, ue
BBIIPEKU Y€ CTPaHUTE MOJAbPXKAT aKTUBHU OTHOIEeHUs B pamkutTe Ha EC (6e3
MUTHAYECKH Oapuepu M CBOOOJHA THProBUs), JABYCTpAaHHATa HWKOHOMHYECKA
AKTUBHOCT € MHOTO CKPOMHA B CPaBHEHHE C TEXHUTE KIIFOYOBU THPTrOBCKH U
WHBECTUIIMOHHU MMAPTHHOPH.

B KkoHTekcTa Ha HaAmIETO W3CIEABAHE CMSATaM, Y€ MOTEHUUAIBT 3a
CHTPYJIHUUECTBO € 3HAUUTEJICH B 00JIaCTTa Ha BOGHHOTO MPOU3BOACTBO. Brkaame
HapacTBallla 3aruiaxa OT HalIUAT U3TOoueH chcell. OCBEH TOBa, XapakTephbT Ha
BOMHATa U HEMHUAT TEXHOJIOTHYEH KOMIIOHEHT c€ MpOoMeHAT. OCHOBHUAT (OKYC
cera TpsiOBa ja ObJie BbPXY MPOU3BOJICTBOTO HA JJPOHOBE, CUCTEMU 3a €JIEKTPOHHA
BOWHA, pOoOOTHM3UpPaHU CUCTEMU U OpbxusA. JlaTBUA He pasnojara C TOJIEMH
MIPOMUIIEHU MPOU3BOACTBEHH MOITHOCTH, HO B MOMEHTA aKTUBHO Pa3BUBa Ta3H
obmnacTt. Bsspame, 4ye B Ta3u chepa HAIUTE CTPAHA MOTAT 3HAYUTEITHO /1a 3aCHIISIT
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POU3BOJICTBOTO (KaKTO Ha BBTPEIIHMS I[a3ap, Taka U B CHTPYJIHUYECTBO C
OBJTapCKU MPOU3BOAUTENN), KAKTO U Jia YyBEJIMYaT B3aMMHATa THPIOBUS U
WHBECTHLIMH.

NKOHOMHYECKOTO CHTPYAHUYECTBO Mexky JlatBus m bwarapus e gact ot
JIBYCTPAHHHUTE UM OTHOILIECHHUS KaTo uieHoBe Ha EBponelickus cpro3 (EC) u HATO
oT 1991 r. (AuniomMaTU4eCKl OTHOIIEHHUS) U BKJIIOUYBA THPTrOBUs, MHBECTUIIUU U
y4acTHE B €IMHHHS €BPONEHCKH Na3ap.

IIpe3 2023 r. bbarapuss € wu3Hecna CTOKM 3a JlaTBUsi Ha CTOHHOCT
npubnuszutrenHo 72,6 mwinoHa jgojapa (TJaBHO (apMaleBTUYHU TMPOIYKTH,
TenedOHU U JIp.) U € BHecHa CTOKU OT JlaTBus Ha croiiHOCT npubau3utenHo 49,9
MuUJIMoHa aojapa. OCHOBHHUTE KaTeropuu 3a ThpryBaHe Ha JlaTtBus ¢ bearapus ca
MAalllMHU, €JIEKTPOHUKA, TbPBECUHA U XPAHUTEIHU MMPOTYKTH.

Cnopen ObArapckoto MHHHCTEPCTBO Ha HWKOHOMHUKATA JIBYCTPAHHUST
ThPrOBCKH 000POT Mpe3 IbpBata 1nojoBrHa Ha 2025 1. ce € yBeJIn4uII B CpaBHEHHUE
chbC chlMs epuoa Ha 2024 r., kaTo 3HOCHT Ha JlaTBus 3a bbirapust € HapacTBal
0-0bp30 OT BHOCA.

JlaTBUiicKM WHBECTUIIMU B ObBJrapckaTa MKOHOMHUKA ChHINO MPUCHCTBAT:
criopen bearapckara HapoHa OaHKa OOIIMAT 00EM Ha JATBUMCKUTE WHBECTUIIUU
B bbarapus keMm 1 ronu 2025 r. Bb31u3a Ha npubauzuteato 160,5 Muirona eBpo.
ToBa moka3Ba HapacTBalll NHBECTUIIMOHEH MHTEPEC MEXTY CTPAHUTE B PAMKUTE Ha
EBponenickus enrHeH mnasap.

U nBere ctpanu ca uwieHoBe Ha EBporieickus equHeH nasap 1 MUTHUYECKuUs
cbto3 Ha EC, koeTo ynecHsiBa nulOepanu3anuara Ha ThproBusiTa, HaMaJIsIBAHETO Ha
MUTHHYECKUTE Oapuepu M MO-IbJI0OKaTa HMKOHOMHMYecKa HHTerpauus. Karto
uneHoBe Ha EC u HATO, Te koopaMHMpaT MKOHOMHUYECKUTE CU MOJUTHKU B
KOHTEKCTa Ha €BPOIMEMCKUTE CTPATEr 1 3a PACTEX U CUTYPHOCT. Bbhipeku, ue HiMa
MEXAYIPABUTEIICTBEHO CIOpPa3yMEHHUE 33 HKOHOMHYECKO ChTPYAHUYECTBO
(mogoGHO Ha CKJIIOYEHUTE C TPEeTU CTpaHH), ThProBUSATA, HHBECTUIMUTE U
IUIIIOMATHYECKUTE KOHTAKTH (JOpMUpAT OCHOBATA HA TAXHOTO ChbTPYITHUYECTBO B
pamkute Ha EC.

O6mmsT THproBeku obopoT Ha JlatBus mpe3 2024 1. e uszHoc ~18,7
MujMapaa eBpo, BHoc ~21,7 munmapaa eBpo, o0y TeproBcku o6opot ~40,36
MUJIMap/ia €Bpo.

Twproecku o6opot Ha JlatBus ¢ bwarapust B nosapu, 2024 r. e u3HOC 3a
bbiarapus ~72,5 munuoHa marcku jgojapa (~=~67 MUIMOHA €BpPO), BHOC OT
bearapus ~59,9 munmona marcku goiapa (~=55 MuiIroHa eBpo), oomio ~122-125
MUJIMOHA €BPO (~YCTHO MPEU3YUCIICHUE)

Jlsi1 Ha 3aeTHst ThProBcku 00eM oT bbarapust B 001IMs BbHITHOTHPIOBCKH
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ob6oport Ha JlatBus € <0,3% ot obopota JlatBus (125 munuona espo ot ~40 360
muioHa eBpo = 0,31%). ToBa o3HauaBa, ye bbarapusi € MHOTO MaTbK ThPrOBCKU
napTHbOp 3a JlaTBusi B cpaBHEHUE C BojewmuTe U nmaptHbopu (Jlutea, Ectonus,
I'epmanus u 1p.).

OO6musat uznoc Ha bovarapus mpe3 2024 r. (UN COMTRADE/Trading
Economics) e ~46,6 munmapma matcka gonapa (~44 Muimapma eBpo), a
ObyrapckusaT u3Hoc 3a JlatBus (2024 r.) BB3IM3a Ha ~49,9 MUIMOHA IATCKU
nosapa (~46 mwioHa eBpo). JlemrbT Ha Obarapckus u3Hoc 3a JlaTBus B 0OIIHS
obarapcku uzHoc € ~ 0,10% (46 munuona eBpo ot ~44 000 munuona espo < 0,1%).
CnepoBatenHo JlaTBusi € W ManbK €KCHOPTEH NapTHbOpP 3a bbiarapus mno
OTHOLIEHUE Ha BHHIIIHATA U ThPrOBU.

Hama nyOnuyHO AOCTBIEH HMHIMKATOpP, KOWTO Ja I03BOJM JIUPEKTHO
CpaBHEHUE Ha Ta3u cyMa ¢ oOuMs 00eM Ha 4yXJAECTPAaHHUTE WHBECTULIUU B
boearapus wim JlatBus (T.€. gesia Ha OOUTUTE MHBECTUIINH ), Thi KATO OUITUATHUTE
JOKJIad Ha CTPAaHUTE MyOJMKYBaT JIaHHU 3a OOIIUTE MPEKU UYKICCTPAHHU
uaBectunuu (ITYN) mo nbpkaBu, HO HE MOCOYBAT MOJAPOOHO Jlejla Ha BCSKa
OT/ICJIHA MHBECTUpPAIIA JbpPKABA.

AKo B3emeM npeBHT 001usi 00eM Ha MPEKUTE UyKIeCTPaHHU HHBECTULIUU
(ITYN) B bbiarapus — [OeceTKM MWIMApAU €BPO BbB BCHYKH CEKTOpPHU Ha
MKOHOMUKATa (CIopesa pa3iMyHu W3TOYHUIM, JECETKH MUJIMAPAH €BpO 00II0) —
TOTaBa JIATBUWCKUTE MHBECTUIMU OT 160,5 MUIMOHA €BpO MpPENCTABIABAT MHOTO
MabK 15171 oT oomute [TYU (~ 3HaunTtenno mo-manko ot 1%) — mo npubnusurenHa
ornleHka. CHBMECTHHUTE TBHPIOBCKM M (DUHAHCOBH TOTOLM Mexay JlatBus u
boearapusi mpencraBnsBar Majika 4acT OT OOIIMTE MM BHHITHOMKOHOMHYECKH
pesyartati. ToBa mMoKa3Ba, Y€ BBIPEKH, Y€ CTPAHUTE MOAABPKAT AKTUBHU
orHoumieHus: B pamkutre Ha EC (0e3 muTHuYecku Oapuepu, cbC CBOOOIHA
THProBus), ABYCTPAHHUIT UKOHOMHUYECKH 000OPOT € MHOIO CKPOMEH B CpaBHEHHE
C TEXHUTE KIIFOYOBU ThPrOBCKU U MHBECTUIIMOHHU MAPTHHOPHU.

OTtroBop Ha BbIpoc 4: Kakeu ca ocHoOBHUme npeuku npeo cb30a8aHemo Ha

banmuiicko - Yepromopcrkuam cvro3?

PernonsT Ha bantmiicko Mope BKIIOYBA IOJMTHYECKH Pa3HOOOpa3HH
ctpanu (Oantuiickute nabpkaBu, Ilomma, VYkpaitHa, MongoBa, PymbHus,
bovarapus, ['py3us u ap.). Hakou crpanu ca unenoe Ha EC u HATO (JlaTBus,
JlutBa, Ectonms, Ilomma, PymbHus, bbarapus). Hskou wumar HecTaOWIHH
npaBuresictBa (I'py3us), 1okaTo APYrH ca Moj Nnpsika BoeHHa arpecus (YkpaitHa).
OcBeH TOBa, ChIECTBEH (HAKTOP € JUIcaTa Ha eAMHHA BU3HS U pa3IMuYHU HUBA HA
KOHCEHCYC OTHOCHO pErMOHaJIHaTa WMHTErpauus. B pe3ynarar Ha TOBa JMUIICBA
€MHHA MTOJIMTUYECKA BOJISI U ABJITOCPOYHA CTPATETHUA.
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['eononutnueckusT HaTuCcK Ha Pycus e nBoeH daktop. OT eaHa cTpaHa, Ma
OUYEBHUHA NPSKA 3a1UIaxa, KOSITO C€ MMOTBbPkKAaBa KAKTO OT BOCHEH HATHUCK, TaKa U
OT TIOCTOSIHHM XHOpHAHU aTaku (eHeprus, nesuHpopmanus). OT Apyra cTpana,
MHOTO CTPaHH C€ CTPaxyBaT OT eCKaJalus U TUPEKTEH KOH(IUKT.

B wuxoHOMHYecKM IUIaH UMa 3HAUMTENHM pasnuku B BBII,
uH(pacTpyKTypaTa U HUBaTa Ha WHBECTHUIINH; BbTPEUTHOPETUOHAIHATA THPTOBHS
e ciaba B cpaBHeHue ¢ Thprosusita ¢ EC.

CepluecTByBaT U ONMPEAECIECHU UCTOPUYECKA U JIBYCTPAHHH HPOTUBOPEUHUS
(HepelIeHn UCTOPUYECKH CIIOPOBE; YyBCTBUTEIHU BBIPOCH HAa HAIMOHAJIHHUTE
MAaJIMHCTBA; Pa3JIMYHU Bb3IJIEIU 332 MUHAJIOTO U UACHTUYHOCTTA).

3aToBa, 3a ChXKaJCHHUE, JAHEC HJACATA 3a Cbl03 Kpauh bantuiicko mope
CBhIIIECTBYBA IMO-CKOPO KAaTO T'€OMOJIMTHYECKA KOHLIeNMs. PeanucTuyen crieHapuii
B MOMEHTa OM OWJI pa3BUTHUETO M KAaTO I'bBKaBa Iiaropma 3a ChbTPYIHUUECTBO.
Oco0eH akieHT TpsOBa Ja ce MOCTaBU BbPXY CUTYpHOCTTa, HHPPACTPYKTypara,
EHepreTukara U KoopauHanusata Ha nonutukute B pamkute Ha EC 1 HATO. Tosa
ca MMEHHO O0JIacTUTe, B KOWUTO CTPAHUTE CIOAEIAT Hau-roisiM Opoil oOum
NO3ULINN.

Ilo orHomenune: Kputuunu Oenexku ot npod. 1. uk. H. [lenuo Ilenyes:
,»OCHOBHaTa MM OeJnekKa, KOSTO Bede MOCOYMX, € MO OTHOIIECHHWE CTHJa Ha
u3noxkenue. Tazu Oelexkka HE OMaJIOBakaBa KayeCTBOTO HA MPEICTABEHHUS
JUcepTaloHeH Tpya, Ho ako Kacnape Kukcre cuere 3a HE00X0AMMO, MOXeE J1a 5
uMa TIpeIBU/I Ipu ObeniaTa cu padora.

Omzogop: Tlpuemam ¢ 61aroJapHOCT HAIIPABEHUTE MPEMOPHKU U OCIEeIKKH
U 1€ ce ch0oOpa3s ¢ TSIX MpH ObACIIUTE MU HAYUYHU U3CIIEIBAHUA.

Ilo otHomenue: Kputuunu 6enexku ot aou. 1-p Heagko Munues: ,,Hapen
C TIOJIOXKUTEIIHUTE CTPaHU KbM paboTaTa MOrar Ja ce OTIPaBAT U HAKOU KPUTUKH.
Ha mecTta TEKCTBT € TBBbpJE OnucareileH U OM MOIbJI Ja Oblie MO-aHAIUTUYEH.
HaOmromaBat ce HAKOM €3MKOBU M CTHJIIMCTUYHH HETOYHOCTH.

Omzogop: Tlpuemam ¢ 61aroJapHOCT HAIIPABEHUTE MPEMOPHKU U OCIICIKKH
U 11I€ ce ChoOpass ¢ TAX MpH ObACIIUTE MU HAyUYHU U3CIICIBAHUA.

JlokTOpaHT:
15.01.2026 r. Kacnapc Kukcre
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ANSWERS
by Kaspars Kikste
author of a dissertation on the topic: "Opportunities for military-economic cooperation of
the countries of the Baltic - Black Sea region" for the acquisition of the educational and
scientific degree "doctor" in the field of higher education 3. Social, economic and legal
sciences, professional field 3.7. Administration and management, doctoral program
"Organization and management outside the sphere of material production (security and
defence)" in response to the critical remarks and recommendations in the reviews and
opinions of the scientific jury

Dear Prof. D.S. Vanya Kuzdova Banabakova, Prof. Dr. Neli Andreeva
Bencheva, Prof. D.Sc. in Economics Pencho Stoyanov Penchev, Assoc. Prof. Stefan
Gochev Filipov PhD, Assoc. Prof. Nedko Ganchev Minchev PhD!

I gratefully accept your recommendations in the reviews and opinions,
which will contribute to the further development of my scientific and academic
activities. They will be a corrective in my future research and publication
activities.

Regarding: The question to the author of the dissertation by Prof. D. S.
Vanya Banabakova: At the present time, which is characterized by a dynamically
changing economic and security environment, globally, at the level of the
European Union and, respectively, at the level of the Baltic-Black Sea region,
does the author of the dissertation have any new or updated proposals for the
development of cooperation between the countries of the studied region?

Answer: Yes. In light of the rapidly evolving economic and security
environment at the global, European and regional levels of the Baltic-Black Sea,
[ propose a set of updated and practically oriented approaches to deepen
cooperation between the countries of the studied region.

First, shifting the focus of regional cooperation from predominantly
declarative and political formats to a functional, project-based model, focused on
sectors with the highest strategic urgency and integration potential. In the current
environment, the defense and military-industrial sectors emerge as the most
realistic and effective backbone for cooperation, as they combine security

imperatives, stable public demand and access to EU and NATO financial
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instruments.

Second, developing a framework for cooperation in the Baltic-Black Sea
defense industry, based on joint production, coordinated procurement and
regional specialization according to comparative advantages. Such an approach
would allow participating countries to integrate into common value chains
without the need to create a new political union or supranational institutional
structure, while remaining fully compatible with EU and NATO policies.

Third, to prioritize joint procurement mechanisms and long-term pooling of
demand at regional level. Coordinated procurement of ammunition, unmanned
systems, electronic warfare capabilities and related components would reduce
costs, increase production volumes and provide predictability for industrial
investment, thereby strengthening both economic sustainability and collective
security.

Fourth, to strengthen cooperation through dual-use infrastructure and energy
security projects, especially along the North-South axis. Transport, logistics and
energy systems should be designed to support both civilian economic activity and
military mobility, thus directly linking economic development to security
sustainability.

Fifth, the importance of institutional pragmatism should be stressed. Rather
than aiming for a firm or treaty-based Baltic-Black Sea Union, cooperation should
develop gradually through successful projects, sectoral platforms and ad hoc
coordination mechanisms. Institutionalisation should follow demonstrated results,
not precede them.

The updated proposal envisages the Baltic-Black Sea region not simply as a
geopolitical space, but as a functional macro-region, where defence industrial
cooperation, infrastructure connectivity and coordinated economic governance
jointly contribute to reducing peripheralisation, enhancing strategic autonomy and
a stronger positioning of the region within the European Union.

Regarding: Recommendations to the author of the dissertation by Prof. Dr.
Neli Bencheva: "As a recommendation to the doctoral student in his future work, I
would suggest that he deepen the study of the research topic, as its relevance and
significance will increase. I recommend that the doctoral student publish the results
of the dissertation in global databases (Scopus /Web of Science)."

Answer: I accept your recommendation with gratitude and assure you that I
will direct my future scientific work towards deepening and expanding research in
the field.

Regarding: Notes and questions posed by Assoc. Prof. Stefan Filipov PhD:

"As a weakness of the dissertation, I would point out the unnecessarily extensive
2



consideration of issues related to the topic under consideration. The conclusions
drawn are too voluminous and should be refined in order to more clearly highlight
the contributing points. In places in the work, technical errors are observed, which
I assume are due to the translation.

My main recommendation is to strengthen the candidate's publication activity
abroad, especially in refereed journals with an impact factor, which will contribute
to the presented ideas gaining wider international fame and recognition. Mr. Kikste
possesses the necessary competencies for this and should fully utilize his scientific
potential.

I accept these weaknesses as "minor" and believe that they do not reduce the
scientific value of the dissertation and my positive assessment of it.

Questions to be answered by Mr. Kaspars Kikste.

1. What would be the significance of the Baltic-Black Sea Union for the
development of the Bulgarian economy?

2. What impact will the creation of the Baltic-Black Sea Union have on the
management of economic processes in Eastern Europe?

3. How do you assess the degree of cooperation between the countries in the
Baltic and Black Sea regions?

4. What are the main obstacles to the creation of the Baltic-Black Sea Union?

Answers: | accept the critical notes and recommendations made and will take
them into account in my future scientific developments.

Answer to question 1: What would be the importance of the Baltic-Black Sea
Union for the development of the Bulgarian economy?

The importance of the Baltic-Black Sea Union for the development of the

Bulgarian economy can be assessed in several key areas:

1) transport and logistics development,

2) expansion of market share and trade diversification;

3) energy security and risk reduction;

4) investment and industrial cooperation;

5) innovation and human capital;

6) geo-economic and political strengthening;

7) military-industrial cooperation.

Bulgaria's inclusion in the Baltic-Black Sea axis strengthens its role as the
southern logistics link of Europe. The development of multimodal corridors (ports,
railways, highways) contributes to increasing transit revenues, attracting
investments in infrastructure and reducing the cost of foreign trade. The Union
forms an economic space in the countries of Central and Eastern Europe, which
opens up additional markets for Bulgaria for agricultural products, food industry,
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mechanical engineering, pharmaceuticals and IT services. This reduces
dependence on individual trading partners and increases the sustainability of the
economy. Baltic-Black Sea cooperation also implies coordination in the field of
energy (gas interconnectors, LNG infrastructure, electricity networks). For
Bulgaria, this means greater diversification of energy sources, reduction of price
volatility and increase of the investment attractiveness of the industry. Joint
projects in the manufacturing industry, the military-industrial complex, green
energy and the digital economy stimulate the inflow of foreign direct investment.
Bulgaria can position itself as a platform for the distribution of products oriented
towards the regional market union. Conditions are created for scientific and
educational cooperation, mobility of the workforce and exchange of technologies.
This contributes to the modernization of the Bulgarian economy, increasing
production and reducing the "brain drain". Economic integration strengthens
Bulgaria's negotiating positions in the EU, increases its role in the formation of
regional economic policy and allows it to actively defend national interests.

The Baltic-Black Sea Union could potentially become a factor for Bulgaria
in accelerating growth, structural modernization, and increasing the sustainability
of the economy. The actual impact will depend on the depth of institutional
cooperation, the volume of joint investments, and Bulgaria's ability to integrate into
regional value chains.

Answer to question 2: What impact will the creation of the Baltic-Black Sea

Union have on the management of economic processes in Eastern Europe?

The creation of the Baltic-Black Sea Union will have a comprehensive
impact on the governance of economic processes in Eastern Europe, primarily due
to changes in the scale of coordination, economic policy priorities and decision-
making mechanisms. This could contribute to stronger regional coordination of
economic policy, since the formation of the union implies the coordination of
strategies in trade, infrastructure, energy and industrial policy. This reduces the
fragmentation of economic governance in Eastern Europe and allows a transition
from heterogeneous national solutions to programmatic, targeted regional
governance. Eastern Europe is characterized by interrupted production chains,
weak infrastructure connectivity and a focus on external decision-making centers.
The Baltic-Black Sea Union creates its own level of regional economic governance,
which allows for the coordination of development priorities between countries with
similar economic structures and similar transformation challenges. Furthermore, a
transition towards governance through macro-regional projects is underway, and
economic processes will be increasingly regulated through joint infrastructure,
energy and investment projects (North-South corridors, interconnections, logistics
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centres). This shifts the emphasis from short-term administration to long-term
strategic planning.

The creation of the Baltic-Black Sea Union will contribute to enhanced
management of cross-border processes. The Union creates instruments for
coordinating cross-border flows of goods, capital, labor and data. This reduces
transaction costs, improves the predictability of economic dynamics and increases
the effectiveness of regional market regulation.

The Union will facilitate the development of collective energy and
investment policies. Coordinated management of energy infrastructure and
investment priorities strengthens the negotiating position of the countries in the
region and reduces vulnerability to external shocks. Economic governance
becomes more stable and crisis-resistant.

The consolidated position of the Union countries increases their influence
within the EU and other international economic institutions. Eastern Europe is
gradually transforming from an object of regulation into an active participant in the
formation of economic rules and priorities. The Baltic-Black Sea Union
institutionalizes Eastern Europe as an independent economic macroregion. This
strengthens its negotiating position within the EU, allows it to coordinate its
positions on budgetary, trade and industrial policies, and reduces asymmetry in
relations with Western European centers.

For Eastern Europe, the Baltic-Black Sea Union means a transition from
fragmented and reactive economic governance to a regionally coordinated model
aimed at reducing peripherality, strengthening economic sovereignty and
developing its own centers of growth.

Answer to question 3: How do you assess the degree of cooperation between

the countries in the Baltic and Black Sea regions?

We believe that the potential for cooperation is not fully realized. For
example, joint trade between Latvia and Bulgaria accounts for approximately 0.3%
of Latvia’s total foreign trade, while Bulgaria’s is even lower — around 0.1%.
Investments also account for less than 1% of all foreign investment. This shows
that although the countries maintain active relations within the EU (without
customs barriers and free trade), bilateral economic activity is very modest
compared to their key trade and investment partners.

In the context of our research, I believe that the potential for cooperation is
significant in the field of military production. We see a growing threat from our
eastern neighbor. In addition, the nature of war and its technological component
are changing. The main focus should now be on the production of drones, electronic
warfare systems, robotic systems and weapons. Latvia does not have large
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industrial production capacities, but is currently actively developing this area. We
believe that in this area our countries can significantly strengthen production (both
on the domestic market and in cooperation with Bulgarian manufacturers), as well
as increase mutual trade and investment.

Economic cooperation between Latvia and Bulgaria is part of their bilateral
relations as members of the European Union (EU) and NATO since 1991
(diplomatic relations) and includes trade, investment and participation in the
European single market.

In 2023, Bulgaria exported goods to Latvia worth approximately $72.6
million (mainly pharmaceuticals, telephones, etc.) and imported goods from Latvia
worth approximately $49.9 million. The main categories of Latvia's trade with
Bulgaria are machinery, electronics, wood and food products.

According to the Bulgarian Ministry of Economy, bilateral trade turnover in
the first half of 2025 increased compared to the same period in 2024, with Latvia's
exports to Bulgaria growing faster than imports.

Latvian investments in the Bulgarian economy are also present: according to
the Bulgarian National Bank, the total volume of Latvian investments in Bulgaria
as of July 1, 2025 amounted to approximately 160.5 million euros. This indicates a
growing investment interest between the countries within the European Single
Market.

Both countries are members of the European Single Market and the EU
Customs Union, which facilitates trade liberalization, the reduction of customs
barriers and deeper economic integration. As members of the EU and NATO, they
coordinate their economic policies in the context of European growth and security
strategies. Although there is no intergovernmental agreement on economic
cooperation (similar to those concluded with third countries), trade, investment and
diplomatic contacts form the basis of their cooperation within the EU.

Latvia's total trade turnover in 2024 is exports ~18.7 billion euros, imports
~21.7 billion euros, total trade turnover ~40.36 billion euros.

Latvia's trade turnover with Bulgaria in dollars, 2024 is exports to Bulgaria
~72.5 million US dollars (~~67 million euros), imports from Bulgaria ~59.9
million US dollars (~=55 million euros), total ~122—-125 million euros (~oral
conversion)

The share of the occupied trade volume from Bulgaria in the total foreign
trade turnover of Latvia is =0.3% of the turnover of Latvia (125 million euros out
of ~40,360 million euros = 0.31%). This means that Bulgaria is a very small trading
partner for Latvia compared to its leading partners (Lithuania, Estonia, Germany,
etc.).



Bulgaria's total exports in 2024 (UN COMTRADE/Trading Economics) are
~46.6 billion US dollars (~44 billion euros), and Bulgarian exports to Latvia (2024)
amount to ~49.9 million US dollars (~46 million euros). The share of Bulgarian
exports to Latvia in total Bulgarian exports is = 0.10% (€46 million out of ~€44,000
million = 0.1%). Therefore, Latvia is also a small export partner for Bulgaria in
terms of its foreign trade.

There 1s no publicly available indicator that would allow a direct comparison
of this amount with the total volume of foreign investments in Bulgaria or Latvia
(i.e. the share of total investments), since the official reports of the countries publish
data on total foreign direct investments (FDI) by country, but do not specify in
detail the share of each individual investing country.

If we take into account the total volume of foreign direct investments (FDI)
in Bulgaria — tens of billions of euros in all sectors of the economy (according to
various sources, tens of billions of euros in total) — then the Latvian investments of
€160.5 million represent a very small share of total FDI (~ significantly less than
1%) — by rough estimate. The joint trade and financial flows between Latvia and
Bulgaria represent a small part of their total foreign economic performance. This
shows that although the countries maintain active relations within the EU (without
customs barriers, with free trade), the bilateral economic turnover is very modest
compared to their key trade and investment partners.

Answer to question 4: What are the main obstacles to the creation of the
Baltic-Black Sea Union?

The Baltic Sea region includes politically diverse countries (the Baltic States,
Poland, Ukraine, Moldova, Romania, Bulgaria, Georgia, etc.). Some countries are
members of the EU and NATO (Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia, Poland, Romania,
Bulgaria). Some have unstable governments (Georgia), while others are under
direct military aggression (Ukraine). In addition, a significant factor is the lack of
a unified vision and varying levels of consensus on regional integration. As a result,
there is a lack of unified political will and a long-term strategy.

The geopolitical pressure from Russia is a two-fold factor. On the one hand,

there is an obvious direct threat, confirmed by both military pressure and constant
hybrid attacks (energy, disinformation). On the other hand, many countries fear
escalation and direct conflict.

In economic terms, there are significant differences in GDP, infrastructure
and investment levels; intra-regional trade is weak compared to trade with the EU.

There are also certain historical and bilateral contradictions (unresolved
historical disputes; sensitive issues of national minorities; different views on the
past and identity).



Therefore, unfortunately, today the idea of a Baltic Sea Union exists more as
a geopolitical concept. A realistic scenario at the moment would be its development
as a flexible platform for cooperation. Particular emphasis should be placed on
security, infrastructure, energy and policy coordination within the EU and NATO.
These are precisely the areas in which the countries share the greatest number of
common positions.

Regarding: Critical notes from Prof. D.Sc. in Economics Pencho Stoyanov
Penchev: “My main note, which I have already indicated, is regarding the style of
presentation. This note does not belittle the quality of the presented dissertation
work, but if Kaspars Kikste deems it necessary, he may take it into account in his
future work.”

Response: I gratefully accept the recommendations and notes made and will
take them into account in my future scientific research.

Regarding: Critical remarks from Assoc. Prof. Nedko Minchev PhD:
,»Along with the positive aspects of the work, some criticisms can also be made. In
places the text is too descriptive and could be more analytical. Some linguistic and
stylistic inaccuracies are observed."

Response: | gratefully accept the recommendations and remarks made and
will take them into account in my future scientific research.

Doctoral student:
15.01.2026 r. Kaspars Kikste






